




























































































































































people succeeded in getting the Caunton Avenue flats demolished. Local co-operation had 
prevented an Inner Ring Road cutting through the 'new' St Anns, particular religious and 
community organisations ran activities which met the needs of various groups, St Anns was 
proud of its Library at the bottom of Robin Hood Chase... 

St Anns Local Plan Review, Nottingham Corporation, January 1986, stated: "St Anns 
contains a wide variety of community facilities..." These were listed in an Appendix. The 
students said the list looked impressive to outsiders but did not really offer so much. One 
student said with some passion that until she was six she went to a youth group on the list. 
"We said prayers, played games, stitched: always just the same. We didn't learn anything." 
As a change, she once went to ballet classes at Blue Bell Hill Community Centre. "I looked 
ridiculous [because she grew early] and felt ridiculous. Some would like these things, but 
we can't all fit in but we do have ideas," she said. 

These young people would welcome more adults who could share interesting skills. For 
example, in a Bicycle Club, rock climbing, abseiling, roller skating, and craft skills, learning 
'real' skills, not simply being kept'occupied.' 

They suggested that it should be possible to use the School's premises and playing fields 
more often out of school hours for regular activities with experienced adults to run them. 
They didn't expect teachers to do this after their day's work. They realised funds would be 
needed but it was stupid that the school's well-equipped premises and sports fields should 
be so little used out of school hours. 

Because the School was on top of the hill, some transport would be needed to get home 
after dark. It wasn't their fault the School wasn't in the middle of St Anns. Some of the 
group gave a lot of detailed thought about how activities could be run [which, of course, 
they are in some Comprehensive Schools which have been built integrally with Leisure and 
Community Centres]. 

One student wanted an opportunity (perhaps via a Questionnaire) to ask the Boots plc 
staff at its Headquarters in Nottingham what they thought of St Anns. There was 
insufficient time to take this idea further. It was a positive idea toward encouraging a group 
of employed people to put forward their ideas about St Anns and for the young people of St 
Anns to be able to meet some of them to discuss these ideas. 

WHOSE HISTORY IS CORRECT? 

Students considered the need not to believe statements without carefully examining them. 
Differing accounts of local situations were considered. For example, the Community Craft 
Centre experiment in Blue Bell Hill, St Anns, which ran for several years just prior to 
demolition. 

A group of young people lived in a commune and worked without pay or State benefit 
payments. Local shopkeepers provided their food and they paid a peppercorn rent. They 
ran a lunch club with a free meal for elders, helped in the playground, cleaned chimneys, 
mended doors, ran a craft centre, had a clothes exchange shop. In short they offered a 
practical experiment of how community self-help, exchange of skills, and barter can work in 
the modem world. 

Ray Gosling, co-founder and Chairman of the St Anns Tenants' and Residents' Association 
at the time of the 'old' St Anns demise, was one of the people who held these hard working 
young people in high esteem. Some others strongly criticised them publicy. 'For' and 
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'against' accounts were studied. The Elliott Durham students concluded that those who 
spoke against the experiment "were jealous." 

[Elliott Durham pupils had helped with the making of a film about the Community Craft 
Centre, see Page 16. Accounts of the Centre can be found in old Chase Chats and in St 
Anns News which preceded Chase Chat. Also in Ray Gosling's Personal Copy: A Memoir 
of the Sixties, Faber & Faber, 1980] 

Another case study of whose history is correct were two stones about St Anns told by 
people Ruth interviewed the previous week. They both live in the same part of St Anns.The 
first was trying to leave St Anns. Young lads were breaking in at all hours. Nobody was 
willing to take responsibility in the neighbourhood in case of reprisals. The shed went and: 
"Nobody saw it. Unless people work together, it will get worse and worse," she said. 

The second said she had, at last, managed to come back to St Anns. She did this because 
St Anns was so friendly. "You live alone but do not feel lonely. You can walk where you 
need to go." 

The group felt that people would want to believe the first account. Yes, such things 
happened but not nearly as often as people made out and they were often talked up. And, 
when they did happen, there were things which could be done to improve matters. What? 
Better lighting; cutting off 'useless run through' routes; being taken more seriously when 
things were reported. If there were more things 'to go to,' there would be more people out 
and about which would make people feel safer. And lads breaking in was not only 
happening in St Anns. 

YOU DESERVE TO BE REMEMBERED 

Write your own life story - send for your own copy of RUTH'S ARCHIVE 
special fill-in book* on archive quality paper. 

The fill-in book helps you to write about the many happenings which 'ordinary' 
people experience and/or undertake and which too often get totally taken for 
granted. We call these things community activity because they are the building 
blocks of everyday life in local communities (even though people often do not 
think of them as 'activities'). 

The fill-in book provides an explanatory structure but allows you to write in 
any way you like. There is no 'correct' way. Many older people have found 
writing 'their' book to be a real pleasure and life affirming. 

RUTH'S ARCHIVE fill-in books, when completed, are returned to become 
part of a permanent ARCHIVE which will help future generations understand 
our times. You can add your life story to this ARCHIVE if you live anywhere 
in the UK, or if you have lived in the UK at any time of your life. 

UK £6.00 (post free) from 

RUTH'S ARCHIVE P 0 BOX 66 WARWICK CV34 4XE 
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